
What do candles 
remind Hindu people 
of? Why are they 

important? What do 
candles remind 

Christians of? Why are 
they important? Is it 

important to have 
candles to remind you 
of things? Why do the 

candles help you 
remember.?

T

Living difference

   Symbol
Why is light 
important at 

Advent and Diwali?

Key vocabulary
Symbol     Diwali  diya   advent 

Sticky knowledge
• Candles are used to remember someone or 

something.
• Diwali is also known as the Festival of Lights. It 

means 'rows of lighted lamps'
• Rama and Sita returned home at night time. They 

found that all of the villagers had lit lamps to guide 
them home. This is why Hindus light lamps on Diwali.

• It reminds them of the victory of light over 
darkness.

• Christians use light at Christmas. An example is 
the advent ring/ wreath which has 4 candles.

• A candle is lit on each of the 4 Sundays leading 
up to Christmas.

• It reminds Christians to wait and prepare for 
Christmas light.
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If you could light a candle to 
remember someone or 
something special, who or what 
would it be?

How/When do we use 
candles? 
What does candle flame 
make you think about? How 
does it make you feel?

Pupils openly speculate about 
Diwali lamp- diya
What is it? What is it used 
for? How it is used? Who uses 
it? Where? When? Why?
What do we think these 
candles remind people of? How 
do you think they might feel 
when they light the candle? 

Show Advent ring
What is it used for?Where? 
When? By whom? 

Tell the story of Rama and Sita. How did the lamps on 
the way home make them feel?
Why do Hindus use lights as part of Diwali? What are 
the lights remembering?

What do the candles symbolise in Advent? What do 
these candles remind Christians about?



Enhancements

Wreath making workshop
Making diya lamps
Inviting a Hindu in to talk about Diwali



End of unit question
Is it important for Christians and Hindus to have 
candles?

Key question
Why is light important at Advent and Diwali? Children will be able to:

-Express own response to 
candle flame 
-recognise that candles are 
used to remember 
someone or something (a 
symbol)
-know how candles are 
using at Diwali and Advent
-Know what candles help 
to remember at Advent 
and Diwali
-evaluate the value of 
candle flame to Hindus, 
Christians and within own 
life

Pre unit question
Are candles important? Why?
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