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Oracy Progression of Skills - St Columba C of E Primary School

Skill

EYFS

Year1 &2

Year3 &4

Year5 &6

Cognitive

Content
- Choice of content to
convey meaning &

Explain likes and dislikes.

Remember words in

Give supporting evidence e.g.
citing a text or previous example.

Use their knowledge of the world
to explore different views.

intention presentations, performances and Participate in unrehearsed Engage a variety of audience types
- Building on the views plays. presentations e.g. school during a range of presentational
of others tours/visitors. scenarios.
Structure Describe events that have Describe events that have When talking, organise my ideas Actively follow up questions and

- Structure &
organisation of talk

happened to them in some detail.

happened to them in
chronological order.

into an order that makes sense
(not necessarily chronological).

answers.

Construct more detailed
arguments or complex narratives.

Clarify & summarise

- Seeking information
& clarification
through questioning

- Summarising

Ask questions to clarify ideas.

Talk through steps to solve a
problem.

Ask a question to find out more
information (probe).

Summarise what has been said.

Keep conversations going by
asking a series of questions.

Ask questions in order to have
others elaborate on an answer.

Ask probing and relevant
questions to check their
understanding.

Self-regulation

- Maintaining focus on
task

- Time management

Listens attentively in different
situations.

Give attention and participation, in
larger groups, for most of the
activity.

Say when a message is not clear.

Keep to topic when speakingin a
discussion.

Reflect on discussions and identify
how to improve.

Identify when a discussion is going
off topic an bring it back on track.

Reflect on own, and others’, oracy
skills and identify areas of strength
and areas to improve.

Reasoning

- Givingreasons to
support views

- Critically examining
ideas & views
expressed

Begin to use ‘because’ to develop
ideas.

Wonder about ideas.

Give reasons for their opinions.

Make links with others’
experiences.

Offer ideas that are not their own.

Take on different roles in
discussions.

Give evidence for their view, based
on their experiences.

Explain both sides of the
arguments

Assess different viewpoints and
present counter-arguments.

Take note of the opinion of others
and acknowledge and explain
changes of position when
appropriate.
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