


Sounds ~ Write

• Begins with the sounds in the language 
and moves from the sounds to the 
written word. 

• Focus on the conceptual knowledge 
and understanding that needs to be 
learned about the English alphabet 
code in order to become a fluent 
reader and speller. These elements are:



Sounds ~ Write : Skills

subdermatoglyphic

What skills do you use to read this word?



Sounds ~ 
Write:
Skills



Sounds ~ Write: 
The Initial Code
• In Units 1-6, we start with the idea 

that sounds / phonemes are 
represented by symbols/ spellings, 
beginning with single letters. 

• In Unit 7 we gently introduce the 
idea of two letter spellings.  

• Unit 8-10 offers practice in dealing 
with longer words consisting of four 
and five sounds e.g. strip, jumps

• Unit 11 further extends the idea that 
2 letter spellings can represent one 
sound. 



Sounds ~ Write
The lessons…

The sounds are presented in the 
context of whole word, not in 
isolation.

Always referred to as the sound 
not the letter name e.g. /t/ not 
‘tee’

Gestures are very important. 

Precise pronunciation of is vital. Pupils should 
say the individual sounds separately and 
without an attached vowel e.g. /b/ not ‘buh’

Alex saying the sounds Sounds-Write Initial 
Code - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a8ZMfYjdN-s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a8ZMfYjdN-s


By the end of the Initial Code…

Write a few sentences without adult support. Their spelling will be mainly 
phonetic and they may use their problem- solving nature to write words 
containing sounds they have not yet encountered e.g. chocolate might be 
spelled as choclut 

Read a range of high frequency words

Read any word with sounds from the Initial Code.



Support at home

Free course for parents via 
Sounds Write website



Sounds ~ Write: 
The Extended Code

Many spellings (sound symbols) 
represent more than one sound

Many sounds can be represented 
by more than one spelling 







Year 1 Phonics Screening Check



Year 2 –
Extended 
Code 
continued…



Any questions?
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