
Dear Parents, Carers, and Children,

As we settle into the new term, I wanted to take a moment to share some exciting updates
and express my gratitude for your continued support.

Firstly, I am thrilled to announce that World Book Day is just around the corner! This is
always a highlight of our school calendar, and we have a range of fun activities planned to
celebrate the joy of reading (see below). Encouraging your child to read not only enhances
their literacy skills but also sparks their imagination and broadens their understanding of the
world. We have a competition between the classes of the percentage of the class being
regular readers, so far Beach Class are reigning champions with 50% of their class being
regular readers, the children are keen to challenge this, please support them to do so by
encouraging your child to read and record this, at least three times a week. 

I am also delighted to share that St Columba School’s attendance rate is higher than the
national average! This is a testament to the positive environment we have created together,
where children are eager to learn and participate. It truly shows that they want to be here,
and we couldn’t be prouder. Thank you for your unwavering support in ensuring your
children attend school regularly.  This has a huge, positive impact on their academic
progress.  

Please see below some of the fantastic work your children have been doing this half term,
and check the dates for your diary for what is to come.  

Finally, can I ask that when dropping and collecting your children you are considerate of
our neighbours.  We are working hard to raise our profile in the community and supporting
our neighbours can contribute towards this. 

Thank you once again for your continued support. 
Together, we are making St Columba School a place where every child can thrive.
Mrs Viola 
Head of School
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READING NEWS



Attendance Matters!

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL OF YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT IN ENSURING
YOUR CHILDREN ATTEND SCHOOL REGULARLY. 

TERM 2 REWARDS RECAP:
 LAST TERM, WE GAVE AWAY FOOTBALL MATCH TICKETS AS A REWARD FOR GOOD

ATTENDANCE. THE CHILDREN WITH THE BEST ATTENDANCE WERE ENTERED INTO A DRAW,
AND THE WINNERS HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO ATTEND A LOCAL FOOTBALL MATCH

 

TERM 3 REWARDS:
 THIS TERM, WE HAVE PARTNERED WITH

THE ANDRE SIMPSON CENTRE IN
PORTSMOUTH TO OFFER A FANTASTIC

REWARD: A FREE PADDLE SPORTS VOUCHER
FOR CHILDREN WITH GOOD ATTENDANCE.

JUST LIKE LAST TERM, CHILDREN WITH
GOOD ATTENDANCE WILL BE ENTERED INTO

A DRAW FOR A CHANCE TO WIN THIS
EXCITING PRIZE.

ADDITIONALLY, WE ARE REWARDING THE
CLASSES WITH THE BEST OVERALL

ATTENDANCE THIS TERM BY TREATING
THEM TO SOME POPCORN IN THE

CLASSROOM! IT’S A SMALL BUT FUN WAY
TO RECOGNISE THEIR HARD WORK AND

COMMITMENT TO BEING PRESENT AT
SCHOOL.

NEXT TERM:
 LOOKING AHEAD, WE WILL ANNOUNCE THE REWARD FOR NEXT TERM’S BEST-

ATTENDING STUDENTS AT THE BEGINNING OF TERM 4, SO KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR
DETAILS.

THANK YOU ONCE AGAIN FOR ALL YOUR HELP IN GETTING THE CHILDREN TO
SCHOOL, ESPECIALLY DURING THE COLDER MONTHS. WE APPRECIATE YOUR

CONTINUED SUPPORT IN PROMOTING GOOD ATTENDANCE, WHICH PLAYS SUCH AN
IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE CHILDREN'S LEARNING AND PROGRESS.

ATTENDANCEATTENDANCE



CLASS NEWS

YEARS 1-6 HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO HAVE
BIG MOUTH THEATRE WORKSHOPS IN THEIR

CLASSROOMS. 

23 JAN23 JAN23 JAN

THEY PARTICIAPTED IN WORKSHOPS
AND ACTIVITIES, WITH AIMS TO BUILD

THEIR SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL
DEVELOPMENET THROUGH KEY

COMMUNICATION AND LEADERSHIP
SKILLS, AS WELL AS SHOWIGN THE

CHILDREN HOW IMPORTANT IT IS TO
BELIEVE IN THEMSELVES AND THEIR

ABILITIES. 



CLASS NEWS

Beech Class
IN ART, BEECH CLASS HAVE BEEN

LEARNING ABOUT FROTTAGE

FROTTAGE IS AN ART TECHNIQUE,
WHERE THE CHILDREN TAKE A
RUBBING FROM AN UNEVEN

SURFACE, AND ADDING ALL THEIR
RUBBINGS TOGETHER, CREATED

THEIR ART PEICES! 



STEM CLUB

STEM CLUB ARE HAVING FUN WHILST PARTICIPATING IN THE
CREST AWARD SCHEME, RUN BY THE BRITISH SCIENCE

ASSOCIATION. 

SO FAR, THEY HAVE TESTED WHAT SHAPE A SNOWFLAKE NEEDS
TO BE TO FALL SLOWLY, BUILT BRIDGES OUT OF PAPER AND THIS

WEEK THEY WERE TESTING DIFFERENT BOAT SHAPES TO SEE
WHICH ONE COULD HOLD THE MOST MARBLES. 



CLUBS

Clubs are running until Friday 14th February 2025. 
Clubs are bookable on Arbor.

Spaces: Football, Drawing Club & Gymnastics (£)

 Please note Gymnastics is payable at £3.80 per session and payment will need
to be made on Arbor to secure your child’s place. 

If a club becomes full and you are unable to enroll your child, please contact
admin@stcolumba.school and we can add them to our wait list. 

 



AUTUMN 1 READING NEWSRELISH ART COMPETITION

RELISH ARE HOSTING AN ART COMPETITION AND
WOULD LIKE TO DISPLAY YOUR CHILD’S DRAWING

IN THE HALL! 

PLEASE BRING YOUR DRAWINGS AND ART WORK
TO MRS PENRIC IN THE OFFICE, BEFORE FRIDAY

31ST JANUARY! 

JUST A REMINDER... 



HALF TERM FUN
LOOKING FOR SOME FUN ACTIVITIES
FOR YOUR CHILD TO DO OVER THE

FEBRUARY HALF TERM....



SUPPORT FOR PARENTS

At Parentkind, we support everyone in a parenting role. And let’s face it, that’s a
challenging job. Tackling a wide range of topics, our webinars are designed to
share insight on how you can support your child with a wide range of learning

and life experiences, strengthen your understanding of education and school life,
and foster solid parent-child relationships along the way.

Courses on offer:
Motivation Matters

Helping your child cope with Exam stress
Nurturing Healthy Behaviour online

Emotionally Based School Avoidance: Support for Autistic pupils and
their families

and many more....

During these interactive webinars, you’ll be able to engage with their experts, ask
questions and connect with others on a similar journey — they believe in the
power of community and the strength of sharing experiences and learning

together.

Click the link below 
Browse Free Webinars Here

https://www.parentkind.org.uk/your-pta-expert/parent-webinars?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAkc28BhB0EiwAM001TXBdBZjfYyLi3Ytb63IQLGYHwOA46OC6356UkWw_YIugxT7fHRCJKxoCFOsQAvD_BwE


INTERNET SAFETY 



Inset Days 2025

14th February 

23rd May 

2nd June

Half Terms

16th - 21st February 2025

7th - 18th April 2025

21st April - BANK HOLIDAY
 

26th-30th May 2025

3rd - School Council Visit to
Mayor’s Parlor

5th - NSPCC Talks Y2, 5 & 6
6th - World Book Day

6th - Drama4All Workshops -
YR R, Y1, Y2

18th &  19th - Parents
Evenings

28th - PTFA Mothers Day
Shop

31st - Southern Electric Class
Talk - Beech

July

March

12th to 16th - SATS Week
14th - Bikeability Y5-Y6

23rd - INSET

May June
2nd - INSET

5th - Mental Health
Workshops Y5/6

6th - 9th -Y5/6 Residential
Trip

 13th - Fathers Day Shop
16th - School Photos

18th  - Sports Day
 

2nd - Transition Day - Henry
Cort Y6 

6th - PTFA Summer Fayre
9th - Y6 Leavers -

Portsmouth Cathedral
18th- Last day of term

 

2nd- Easter Service 9.30-10am
2nd - PTFA Easter Egg Hunt 

22nd - Back to School

April

February
3rd - Fire Safety Talk Y1/2 &

Y5/6
4th - Swish Fareham - YR R -

Drama Workshop
4th - Fareham BC & Student
Council Photo Opportunity
6th - PTFA School Disco 

11th - Winchester Trip 5/6
13th - Love yourself Day - Non

Uniform £1
14th - INSET

 24th - Back to School
25th - Speak Out. Stay Safe

Assembly
26th - NHS School Measuring -

YR & Y6

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 



Important Notices

After school club - Barn Owls 

Barn Owls are providing breakfast (from 7.30am)and
afterschool (until 5.30pm) wrap around care for the St
Columba children. For any families who require a space

for their child/children or have any enquiries please
contact Barn Owls directly on: 07359 883847.

Important Update on School Meals
 

From the start of the Spring Term, 4th January 2025, school meals will need to be
paid for when ordered. If there any outstanding monies owed for unpaid meals this

will have to be cleared before ordering a school lunch can resume. 
 

Please contact the school if you would like to talk to us about payment options of
any outstanding amounts.

 
Free School Meals (FSM) recipients are unaffected by this change.


